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By Matthew Dziak
@bigmattitude
Th e MOSAIC Cross Cultural Cen-
ter hopes to provide an environ-
ment that celebrates diversity and 
off ers support to underrepresented 
groups at San Jose State University.
Last Th ursday, MOSAIC held a 
workshop called Whiteness + Rac-
ism to educate students about rac-
ism and white privilege.
SJSU is among the most diverse 
campus in the California State Uni-
versity system, according to the 
SJSU website. Asian (31.5 percent) 
and Hispanic (22.5 percent) stu-
dents comprise over half of the stu-
dent body while caucasians totaled 
21.1 percent in Spring 2015.
“We focus on advocacy for social 
justice and doing work to have eq-
uitable access,” said MOSAIC Assis-
tant Director Caz Salamanca.
Th e interactive workshop used 
video clips from BuzzFeed to spark 
a basic understanding of privilege 
and allowed students to have per-
sonal and group discussions.
“Some people take it personally 
and it is not about feelings; it is about 
how lives are aff ected,” said Diver-
sity Advocate Intern Fatema Elbak-
ourny, who presented the workshop. 
“In this instance, privilege explores 
that there are some things one will 
never have to experience because of 
who they are, but anyone can help 
facilitate change.”
In Elbakourny’s presentation, “col-
orblindness” ignores identity on a 
systemic level.
According to Dr. Monnica Wil-
liams, a clinical psychologist at the 
University of Louisville in Ken-
tucky, colorblindness is a racial ide-
ology that is predicated on the idea 
that treating individuals as equally 
as possible without regards to race is 
the best way to end discrimination.
Williams said colorblind ideology 
is a form of racism because it allows 
a person to deny uncomfortable cul-
tural diff erences.
Richard Delgado, author of the 
“Critical Race Th eory: An Introduc-
tion” said the theory is a “collection 
of activists and scholars interested 
in studying and transforming the 
relationship among race, racism 
and power, considering many of the 
same issues that conventional civil 
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MOSIAC delves into 
issues of white privilege 
By Sonya Herrera
@Sonya_M_Herrera
Most students probably 
don’t know that one of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
goals was to open a credit 
union. Th ey may not know 
that W.E.B. Du Bois ran a 
cooperative business for 18 
years, or have heard about 
the Black Panther Party’s 
free health clinics, coop-
erative bakeries and free 
breakfast programs for 
children.
Jessica Gordon Nemb-
hard, a professor of com-
munity justice and social 
economic development 
at City University of New 
York’s John Jay College, 
shared decades worth of 
largely untold black his-
tory during her lecture 
on the history of African-
American cooperatives on 
Th ursday, Sept. 24. Many 
of the insights were drawn 
from the professor’s recent-
ly-published book, “Collec-
tive Courage: A History of 
African American Coop-
erative Economic Th ought 
and Practice.”
Gordon Nembhard said 
a cooperative is a business 
that is “jointly owned and 
governed through demo-
cratic participation.”
She said cooperatives can 
take many forms. A co-
operative business can be 
owned by its customers or 
by its workers. A co-op can 
be narrowly organized to 
address a particular need 
or it can be a loose network 
of businesses connected 
purely out of convenience.
Gordon Nembhard said 
she has studied coopera-
tives for about 15 years. Her 
study of  the business mod-
el began aft er she became 
interested in community-
based economic develop-
ment.
“I discovered the model 
fi rst, not as a black tool, 
but just as a tool, and it was 
from reading from Cana-
dian co-op researchers,” 
Gordon Nembhard said. 
“Th ey really kind of put it 
together for me in terms 
of how co-ops anchor and 
help recirculate resources 
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Did you know? 
• “Blood moon” is a colloquial term used to 
 describe a lunar tetrad, or four total lunar   
 eclipses without a partial eclipse in between
• The name “blood moon” was popularized 
 in pastor John Hagee’s book “Four Blood  
 Moons: Something is About to Change”
• It is sometimes called “The Hunter’s Moon”
• Sunday’s blood moon coincided with the “Super    
 Moon,” another lunar phenomenon where the moon is at 
 its  closest distance to Earth and appears larger in the sky
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San Jose State beat Fresno State 49 to 23 Saturday night at Spartan Stadium, capturing their second Valley Trophy in the past three years.
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rights take up.”
Whiteness + Racism built off  
Delgado’s examination of soci-
ety and interracial interactions.
“We allow for students to edu-
cate their peers and for us to edu-
cate the campus on issues that are 
not talked about a lot,” Salaman-
ca said. “A lot of times it is hard to 
talk about race because we aren’t 
given the tools to how to interact 
with other kinds of people.”
Peggy McIntosh, founder of 
the National Seeking Educa-
tional Equality and Diversity 
(SEED) Project, developed a list 
of 50 privileges those who iden-
tify as white have over those 
who identify as non-white. Th e 
list is known as “unpacking the 
invisible knapsack.”
In privilege No. 46, McIntosh 
discussed the color of bandages. 
She highlighted the idea of fair 
skin as “fl esh colored” and said 
because of this, the bandage 
stands out on those of color.
“For me, the message is that 
the conversation about racism 
is facilitated, but in a way that 
nobody should take it person-
ally,” Elbakourny said.
Elbakourny highlighted the 
importance of understanding 
your privilege, listening, do-
ing your homework, speaking 
up—but not over—and realiz-
ing mistakes will be made, but 
apologizing when they happen.
Salamanca said some diverse 
groups in the community do 
not have a voice.
“Th e end result is to provide cul-
tural empowerment for the SJSU 
community,” Salamanca said of 
the workshop. “Th ere are a lot of 
systematic barriers in place.”
MOSAIC will be hosting its 
monthly “Word! Open Mic” se-
ries at the Student Union on Oct. 
1 at 5 p.m.
“Open mic night is an open 
form of creative expression 
in a space that is a safe envi-
ronment,” Salamanca said. 
“Whether that is through poet-
ry, music or even monologues.”
Matthew Dziak is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Creative writing junior Fatima Elbakourny gives a presentation to students on Whiteness + 
Racism at the MOSAIC CrossCulture Center. 
Matthew Dziak | Spartan Daily
in the community.”
As part of her research, Gordon Nemb-
hard said she attended numerous co-op 
events and conferences, oft en fi nding that 
she was the only black person present. To 
her, nobody seemed aware of any connec-
tion between cooperatives and the Afri-
can-American community.
According to Gordon Nembhard, the US 
co-op movement was historically a popu-
list, racially-integrated movement. White 
labor movements recognized that they 
couldn’t go far without joining with the 
black labor movements.
Gordon Nembhard said some of history’s 
largest African-American organizations 
were either based on or were themselves 
economic cooperatives. Th ese include the 
Colored Farmers’ National Alliance and 
Cooperative Union, with its 1 million 
members, and the Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives which focused on organic 
farming, agricultural processing, credit 
unions and also supported women in ag-
riculture.
Th e professor said she was surprised by 
how much African-American history was 
involved economic cooperatives, and how 
little this history is known in wider society.
“I started out thinking I’d spend a couple 
of years documenting some black co-ops, 
maybe trying to do a little directory, not 
realizing that there was such a rich his-
tory,” Gordon Nembhard said. “Th en as 
I started to fi nd examples... there wasn’t 
an easy place to stop and say, ‘Oh, I found 
one.’ I just kept fi nding more and more.”
While economic co-ops constitute a 
large part of black history, they are oft en 
overlooked. Gordon Nembhard shared the 
tale of history author Alondra Nelson who 
was conducting research for her book on 
the Black Panther Party’s health programs.
Nelson went to UC Berkeley to fi nd pho-
tos of the political group’s health clinics. 
Aft er retrieving the photos, the UC Berke-
ley librarian informed Nelson that she was 
the fi rst person to request photos of the 
Panthers’ health clinics. Everyone prior 
to that had only requested pictures of the 
Panthers holding guns.
Richard Hobbs, SJSU alumnus and ex-
ecutive director of social justice organiza-
tion Human Agenda, introduced Gordon 
Nembhard to the audience of about 25 
people on Th ursday.
“We have been working on a vision for 
a world where people could actually have 
their human needs met, as well as the 
needs of the planet,” Hobbs said.
He said he met Gordon Nembhard at the 
Left  Forum conference held in New York City 
last year and invited her to speak in San Jose.
Gordon Nembhard said she has studied 
youth co-ops comprised of high school 
and college students. She said the SJSU 
student body reminded her of students at 
CUNY’s John Jay College.
“It’s a commuter school: all my students 
work, take care of families and do mul-
tiple things at once,” Gordon Nembhard 
said. “For students—especially working-
class students—I think the co-op model 
is actually both something you can think 
about for your own economic stability and 
advancement, and as something that will 
help your community.”
Shammah Martin, a senior behavioral 
science major, said she enjoyed the lecture 
and really appreciated gaining more infor-
mation about the history and essence of 
economic cooperatives.
“My fi rst year, me and a group of stu-
dents actually did some research on a co-
operative,” Martin said. “We wanted to 
open one for the evening students for their 
child care, because 60 percent of our stu-
dent population have children.”
Gordon Nembhard said there are many 
sectors in which students can experiment 
community-based economic development.
“Th ere’s lots of ways, if you think about 
what are the biggest challenges and needs, 
and then try to think about how to do it 
collectively,” Gordon Nembhard said. “It’s 
really important to get this information to 
people who either haven’t thought about 
it or aren’t used to the model, so that they 
can get more comfortable with the model 
and be willing to do something.”
Sonya Herrera is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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San Jose Concert Calendar
October 17
Rene Liu - SJSU Event Center
October 23
Safe in Sound - City National Civic 
October 26
All Time Low - City National Civic
October 30
Pre-Halloween: ATB - City National Civic
October 30
Jack Yo Lantern - SJSU Event Center
November 25 & 27
Give Thanks Festival - City National Civic
December 6
The Weeknd - SAP Center
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AC/DC proves age is just a number
By Hailee Miguel
@Hailee_miguel
If you are a classic rock fan, AC/DC is just one of those 
bands you have to see.   
Th e legendary group performed at AT&T Park in San 
Francisco on Friday night in front of thousands of rock n’ 
rollers. Th ere was a sea of red devil horns as fans eagerly 
waited for AC/DC to take the stage aft er a highly antici-
pated tour that has been in the works for a few years.  
Th e Australian band released its fi rst album “High Voltage” in 
1975 in Australia and are still creating music. Th e band’s seven-
teenth album and most recent release, “Rock or Bust” in 2014, 
was given a rating of three and a half stars by Rolling Stone.
For the fi rst few songs if you closed your eyes and listened 
to the music, you would not have been able to tell if it was 
2015 or 1980.  Lead vocalist Brian Johnson sounded incred-
ible through the fi rst part of the set list. Every word of every 
lyric was crystal clear, until about halfway through the show 
when he started to sound a bit drowned out by the music.  
Not only did he sound just like he did on the albums, he 
was running around onstage, interacting with the crowd, 
showing enthusiasm – proving age is just a number. John-
son is 67 years old but you would not be able to tell by just 
listening to him sing some of AC/DC’s most iconic songs. 
Th e face of AC/DC is undoubtedly guitarist Angus Young, 
the inspiration behind the red devil horns. And talk about 
age, this guy was running from side-to-side onstage, doing 
his infamous foot stomp and falling to the ground spin-
ning in circles playing guitar, straight out of the “Th under-
struck” music video, partying like it was 1980.  
Th e 60-year-old is most known for his schoolboy ensem-
ble, which he wore Friday night. Blue shorts, white dress 
shirt, matching blue jacket, tie, complete with hat and 
all. It is his signature look, and many fans followed suit, 
dressing like the legendary guitarist for the show.  
As one of the best guitarists of all time, a solo was inevitable.
 I, for one, am not a big fan of the guitar solo— even if it 
is Angus Young and it is my fi rst time seeing AC/DC live. 
Young’s solo lasted around 15-20 minutes and although 
entertaining, it was just too long. Even his showmanship 
did not keep me from checking the time to see how long 
the solo was going on.  
AC/DC has countless hits which means choosing a set 
list for this tour that would make every fan happy, could 
not have been easy. I thought they chose a good variety of 
hits from over the years, and most importantly, includ-
ed their most known songs such as “Hell’s Bells,” “Back 
in Black,” “Th understruck,” “You Shook Me All Night 
Long,” “Shoot to Th rill,” “Highway to Hell,” and “For 
Th ose About to Rock.”  
I was concerned that the set list would feature more new 
songs than classics, a mistake some classic bands make 
when touring, but I was happy to hear them play their 
most recognized hits.  
Th ey played a total of 20 songs, which took nearly two hours. 
For a band with members in their 60s, I found that rather im-
pressive; especially since I have been to shows with performers 
much younger who barely play an hour and a half.  
 Th e setlist and showmanship were great as well as the 
stage set up. Th ere were two big screens on each side, with 
diff erent props for certain songs.  My favorite prop was 
a huge bell that hung from center stage when they per-
formed “Hell’s Bells,” as well as the cannons on each side 
of the stage for their grand fi nale of “For Th ose About to 
Rock.” Fireworks also fi lled the sky during the fi nal song 
of their encore. Th ey also played “Highway to Hell” as 
part of the encore.   
What I love about attending these shows is the variety 
of people. AC/DC is a classic band whose music will live 
on forever. But in an age where rock music is sometimes 
considered “dead,” as Gene Simmons of KISS would say, 
to see young kids with their parents at an AC/DC show is 
fascinating. To see that kids still appreciate this music and 
want to see a band like this live is great.  
Th is classic genre of music reaches people of all ages, and 
youngsters are able to share that with their parents, who 
probably saw bands like AC/DC when they were in their 
prime in the 80s.  
I oft en say I was born in the wrong decade for music. I 
love 80s rock and although I have been able to see some 
of my favorite bands in concert, I am critical of their per-
formances and usually leave concerts wishing I could have 
seen them in the 80s when they sounded their absolute best. 
Th is time however, I am 100 percent content with the perfor-
mance I saw.  I didn’t leave AT&T wishing it were 1980-some-
thing, although the tickets would have been much cheaper.
AC/DC is still going strong, rocking venues all over the 
world in 2015, and that is something that is truly special. 
Th ey still got it.  
Hailee Miguel is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
San Francisco submits to Folsom Street Fair
Left: Eden Alexandre (left) the master dominatrix, whips and spanks tied up Chelsea Poe (right) who is a transgender pornstar. Right: Chelsea Poe 
gasps in pain as she is disciplined by her master and has Gatorade spit on her.  
Photos by Vasuki Rao | Spartan Daily
By Andrew Cypert
@audaciousgreen
Mostly naked, role-playing crowds swarmed the streets 
of San Francisco on Sunday for seven hours of kinky fun 
at the Folsom Street Fair.  
Th e fair was open to everyone and it was free of charge. At 
the entrance, there was a $10 suggested donation that was col-
lected for sexually transmitted disease research and education. 
Th e Folsom Street Fair has been an annual event for 31 
years. Although the event offi  cially started at 11 a.m., the 
streets were fi lled with people by 10:30 a.m.
Th ere were two disc jockey stands and stages with bands 
playing  that pumped music through the streets and kept 
the energy high.  Th e bands included Muñecas, Vainhein, 
Leather Titleholders, Jessica 6, Steed Lord and Lady-
hawke. Th ere were also beer booths and cocktail stands 
placed at every block of the fair to keep people happy and 
dancing in the streets.  
“I’ve been coming here since before I was 21 and there’s 
not many places if you’re young and gay to come out and 
be yourself,” said Nirmalpal Sachdev,  general manager of 
Steamworks Baths Chicago.  
A wide variety of people came to the fair, from naked peo-
ple,  fully clothed people and people wearing latex body suits. 
“Th ese are just people,” said Sachdev. “Some of them are 
architects, some of them are doctors, some of them are 
people who don’t want to do traditional sex. Th ey’re not 
just concerned with one or two holes. Th ey’re more inter-
ested in the whole body.” 
Th e Steamworks Baths booth had a cross between a na-
ked Simon Says and Twister. Th ere were no barriers be-
tween people. Intimacy bled through the streets. 
Th e sense of community was very apparent at the fair. 
“It feels like an interesting dynamic almost like the Ro-
man orgies and this is a great way to experience sexuality 
and life,” said fi nance worker Robert Krattly.  
Booths that were set up everywhere let people indulge in 
their kinkiest desires. Th ere was a fenced in pen for people 
dressed as dogs to play, booths where people were tied up 
and the biggest area, Th e Society of Janus.
Th e Society of Janus was founded in 1974, making it the 
second oldest kink education organization in the United 
States. People could pay fi ve or more dollars as a donation 
in order to be spanked, fl ogged and tortured.  
People with diff erent pain tolerances made their fanta-
sies become realities.  
Th ere were people being lightly smacked and then on the 
other end of the spectrum people were being whipped un-
til they were brought to tears.  
Th e Society of Janus was not the only place where whipping 
and torture happened. In the streets, transgender porn star 
Chelsea Poe was tied up and dominated by a dominatrix. 
She could only answer with “Yes, mistress” and had Ga-
torade spit in her face. She was also forced to lick boots 
and tell the dominatrix which boot was her favorite. 
But not everyone at the fair sees the appeal of torture.
 “I don’t get it. I don’t like torture, but whatever they 
want to do as long as they’re not hurting anyone else,” said 
pharmacist Elias Padilla. 
Th ere were observers such as Padilla who came just to 
see what the sexuality and lifestyle of BDSM is like.  
Emeric Harney who has come to the fair from Connecti-
cut the past nine years.  
“It’s a lot of fun to see people expressing themselves and 
not having any fear of judgments,” Harney said.
Th e Folsom Street Fair brings the BDSM lifestyle out of 
the bedroom and onto the surface of San Francisco. Th is 
yearly fair has no intention of stopping anytime soon. 
 
Andrew Cypert is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
Kat Kan, a performer at the Folsom Street 
Fair, hangs up upside for a classic partial 
suspension which is a form of sexual bondage. 
Vanhein performed at the main stage which 
was located on 10th and Howard Street at the 
Folsom Street Fair on Sunday. 
 REVIEW
OPINION
By Hailee Miguel
@Hailee_miguel
Sponsors for the talk show “Th e View” 
have been dropping like fl ies aft er the 
hosts’ snarky and ignorant comments 
about the nursing profession.
Last week, co-hosts Michelle 
Collins and Joy Behar 
mocked Miss America 
contestant, Miss Colorado 
Kelley Johnson, not 
for her looks or other 
stereotypes that may 
be associated with a 
beauty pageant, but for her 
monologue.
Johnson, a registered nurse, performed a 
monologue about her work for the talent 
portion of the contest. She wore hospital 
scrubs, sneakers and a stethoscope as 
she talked about an encounter with an 
Alzheimer’s patient named Joe.
Collins and Behar then mocked 
Johnson while exchanging giggles 
about her emotional story. Collins then 
proceeded to make fun of Johnson for her 
monologue about nursing.
“Why does she have a doctor’s 
stethoscope on?” Behar asked in a 
sarcastic manner.
Behar and company showed ignorance 
toward the nursing profession as a 
whole, and showed their disapproval of 
her using this experience as a nurse for 
the talent portion.
Behar apologized, but it seems 
like it was just to save face 
aft er the backlash began. She 
said she knew nurses wear 
stethoscopes, so regardless 
of the meaning behind the 
monologue, her statement 
shows ignorance. Behar is 
discrediting Johnson’s uniform 
as a “costume” for the sake of the 
pageant performance.
Stethoscopes are used by nurses in 
their training in medical school. It is 
not just a tool doctors use. Nurses use 
stethoscopes for many reasons. Th is 
should be common knowledge for anyone 
who has stepped foot in a doctor’s offi  ce 
or hospital.
“Th e View’s” mockery of Johnson and 
laughing while saying she didn’t win and 
so on was uncalled for and a hit at the 
nursing community.
Aft er the show was aired, the nursing 
community united with the hashtag 
#NursesUnite to show their support for 
Johnson.
Sponsors including, Johnson & Johnson 
and Eggland’s Best have removed their 
support for the show according to reports.
Johnson & Johnson released a statement 
that said, “Johnson & Johnson values 
and appreciates nurses and how we 
respect the critical role they play in our 
healthcare system, we disagree with 
recent comments on daytime television 
about the nursing profession and we have 
paused our advertising accordingly.”
Some may argue that this is a drastic 
measure because these hosts sit there 
and spitball and mock others. Th is may 
be true, but these comments did not just 
mock one person or poke fun at someone, 
it was an entire profession.
Th e nursing profession is one of the 
most important professions because 
not only do they care for others health, 
they provide kindness and comfort. Th e 
doctors are there to check in on patients 
and heal them, but the nurse’s role goes 
beyond being an assistant. Th ey are there 
for hours taking care of patients and 
healing more than just the body.
My best friend is a registered nurse in an 
Intensive Care Unit at a hospital in Texas. 
I have heard numerous stories of the work 
she puts in and the grueling hours she 
works late at night to provide her patients 
with the best care and attention possible.
My cousin is a registered nurse at a 
psychiatric hospital and she has worked 
very closely with patients there for years. 
She is now a supervisor and oversees the 
work of fellow nurses on her staff , but her 
hard work and dedication is what landed 
her this role.
Nurses don’t only care for their 
patients, but for their families as well, 
who may be going through unimaginable 
circumstances when loved ones are in 
the hospital.
Nurses do just as much work as 
doctors, but don’t get the same respect or 
acknowledgment simply because they don’t 
have the Ph.D to go along with their name.
Th e nursing community more than 
deserves an apology from these women 
on “Th e View” who have questioned 
their profession, and these sponsors have 
every right to remove their support aft er 
such comments. If anything, it clearly 
sends a message that nurses have support 
and gives sponsors the right to remove 
endorsements if it is appropriate.
Hailee Miguel is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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ACROSS
 ́  Like a recluse
 ́ Master, in Kolk-
ata
 “Are you kid-
ding?”
Opera solo
 “… the ___ of 
defeat”
Will’s  
beneﬁciary
Brezhnev’s do-
main
Party  
memento
 Alleviate
Perform without  
assistance
 23 Thumb-twiddler
Suffers after 
exercise
Barely  
sufﬁcient
Allocate (with 
“out”)
Great in length
Mirror’s reﬂection
 33 “Anytown, ___”
Where to go 
round in circles?
Stuck vehicle’s 
need
Political get-to-
gether
Bit of  
instruction
German chancel-
lor Helmut
Gives  
permission
Assassinated
 Out on the waves
What hunters 
have?
 “Wall” or “mo-
bile” follower
Funny bone’s 
nerve
 Twofold in nature
Jean label name
Elegant head-
dress
 “Cogito, ___ 
sum”
Femur and tibia  
connector
 Insolent
Musical interval
DOWN
 ́ Praise highly
 ́ Guesstimate 
phrase
 ́ Unless, in court
 ́  Tax-return ﬁgure
 ́ Without danger
 ́ Slack-jawed
 ́  Float in the air
 ́ Knowing, as a 
secret
 ́  Polar explorer
From what place 
or origin
Tract of waste-
land
Church’s walk-
way
Low-value playing 
cards
Banned insecti-
cide
 22 Lotus-___ (star-
gazer)
Thin, narrow 
opening
First name in 
fragrance
With a fresh start
Quite a few
 Cadbury confec-
tion
 “___ have to do 
for now”
 32 “Cool” amount
 33 “Do ___  
others …”
Slant unfairly
Some poisonous 
snakes
Danish  
currency
 “How  
relaxing!”
 Fijian, for one
Highlander, e.g.
Off course
Luau garland
Cower in the 
shadows
Closet material, 
sometimes
Wanted poster 
word of old
 Kournikova and 
Nicole Smith
They had great 
power in Russia
Wheel tracks
Olympic skater 
Kulik
Smoke,  
as a ham
Merchandise 
attachments
Hole for a coin
  Riddle of the Day
Who makes it, has no need of it.
Who buys it, has no use for it. 
Who uses it can neither see nor feel it. 
What is it?
Why ‘The View’ hosts were wrong 
to mock the nursing profession
Nursing: curing the misconceptions
• There are almost 3 million registered nurses actively 
employed in the US
• The median annual salary for a registered nurse 
was $66,220 in 2013
• California has the highest-paying nursing 
positions. The highest paying cities are San 
Francisco, San Jose and Vallejo
• Nurses spend 31 minutes on average 
interacting with patients; Doctors spend an 
average of 8 minutes per patient
Keep an eye out later this week 
for Dakotah Zabroski’s opinion 
on Islamophobia in the US.
information compiled by Raechel Price
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By Benjamin Saubolle-Camacho
@BenSaubolle
My white skin aff ords me political, economic and social 
privileges that many cannot enjoy. Th ese privileges grant 
me unfair access to an ease of life in virtually every realm 
in the U.S.
One privilege seems to be the most toxic—the privilege 
to forget.
Unlike my siblings of color, I do not have to worry about 
the day-to-day struggle against a system; the system favors 
me. A white, cisgender, heterosexual, educated, able-
bodied male is as privileged as it gets in our nation.
I don’t confront oppression on a daily basis like many 
others, but simply because oppression does not aff ect 
me does not mean that I can forget it exists. Th e white 
majority oft en forgets about systemic racism, which occurs 
daily, even among celebrities.
Recently, Taylor Swift  rocked the music world by 
asserting her white privilege. Aft er misinterpreting a 
tweet from Nicki Minaj, she changed a conversation about 
structural racism into one about her hurt feelings.
She asserted her privilege in two ways: in her ignorance 
of the issues, and in politely apologizing and leaving the 
conversation altogether.
Th e fi rst error is necessary for social awareness and 
progress in order to understand our mistakes and correct 
them in the future. But Swift ’s second mistake, to 
remove herself from the conversation, is much 
more problematic.
She allowed her hurt feelings to overcome the 
greater conversation of systematic oppression 
in the music industry.
As much as I wish to say that I have never 
committed an error of the sort, I, too am guilty 
of white ignorance.
I work as a resident adviser for on-campus housing at 
San Jose State University. I work in the Black Scholar’s 
Community, a fl oor dedicated to providing a safe space for 
the black community in residential life.
Th is community is new to campus life and I am a white 
male. I admittedly knew little to nothing about the current 
struggles of the black community besides what I’d seen on 
the morning news.
In an honest, genuine attempt to learn, I began asking 
my black residents about their culture. I wanted to know 
about their experiences with racism and I wanted them to 
educate me.
But I asserted my white privilege in its most systemic 
form. I believed that asking the black community to 
educate me made me an ally.
Instead of taking the initiative to cure my own 
ignorance, I gave the burden to them, expecting this 
community to take my workload.
“Why should we have to continue to educate 
others about our culture?” one resident 
asked. “You don’t need to tell me about 
your traditions or customs. Th ey’re already 
imbedded in me from the internet and TV.”
Th ese stories illustrate a notion that I 
believe is imperative to any true, white ally: 
to not step away from the oppression that 
you don’t experience, and to educate yourself 
regarding oppressed cultures.
It’s easy to believe that treating marginalized peoples 
with respect is enough to make you an ally.
If I’m not overtly prejudiced, how am I the problem? Th is 
question is entirely too simplistic in its assumptions.
Systematic racism is subtle to the oppressor and blatant 
to the oppressed. Th is system is built into our psyche and 
into the way we communicate with one another.
My white skin gives me the privilege to step away from 
the fi ght, to believe these systems of oppression don’t 
exist. But until humankind is freed from the bondages 
of oppressed identities, I will continue to break down the 
barriers between my marginalized family and me.
Benjamin Saubolle-Camacho is a contributing writer.
My white skin
By Matthew Dziak
@bigmattitude
We do not need to be reminded that we are in a 
drought; it is common knowledge at this point.
We need to be concerned with water usage and the role 
farming plays in water consumption.
Th e California Department of Water and Agriculture 
reported that California has nearly 78,000 farms and 
$21.2 billion in annual revenue. It also reported that 
California accounts for nearly half of all fruits, nuts and 
vegetables grown in the U.S.
Th e impact of farming is tremendous in our state’s 
commerce and water is liquid gold in the farming areas 
of California.
According to Blaine Hanson of the department of land, air 
and water resources at the University of California at Davis, 
80 percent of the state’s water use is for agriculture.
That number might sound alarming, but 
when breaking down the amount of water 
required to grow certain crops, there is 
some clarity provided.
According to a report by Mother Jones 
magazine, producing one almond requires 
1.1 gallons of water and almonds aren’t even 
the worst culprit.
One tomato requires 3.3 gallons of water and 
the largest consumption comes from one head of 
broccoli, which requires 5.4 gallons of water to produce.
Are the staggering numbers going to prevent consum-
ers from purchasing these goods?
Probably not. Th is brings us to the next issue in farm-
ing during a drought: the potential for a limited supply 
of produce causing an infl ation in prices.
If farmers don’t have the necessary water to grow their 
crops then there could be a dramatic decrease in the over-
all number of crops. When the supply of crops is limited, 
but demand remains, the price of the goods will rise.
Th e Dust Bowl of the 1930’s brought farmers to Califor-
nia from the desolate land of Oklahoma. Th e fertile soil 
and abundance of river fl ows and water beds in Califor-
nia was ideal for farmers.
Some of those water beds since have dried up and sur-
face water remains at record lows.
Earlier this month, California State Legislature passed 
SB 350, a bill that would increase the state’s renewable 
energy to 50 percent and double the standards for energy 
effi  ciency in existing buildings.
Still, there is inadequate legislation to regulate water 
well drilling by farmers.
Due to the lack of surface water, farmers have 
resorted to well drilling by digging deep into the 
ground and pumping out water, wrecking the 
land in the process.
According to Tim Horner, a hydrogeolo-
gist at Sacramento State University, there 
are few regulations on water pumping in 
California. Farmers can pump wells as 
far and deep as they want, and it doesn’t 
matter how it aff ects their neighbors.
Farmers are hiring drilling companies 
at a frantic pace in order to generate other 
sources of water.
In May, farmers in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River 
Delta agreed to surrender 25 percent of their water dur-
ing the season. In exchange, the state would not execute 
any new water restrictions for the season.
Th e agreement was a telling sign of the severity of this 
drought and how important limiting water usage is, even 
for everyday citizens.
You cannot blame farmers for using water to grow 
their crops to support their livelihood and the demand 
from consumers.
If we don’t want to pay $4, $5 or even $6 for a pound of 
tomatoes then we will need to cut our personal con-
sumption of water during this trying time.
Matthew Dziak is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Farming and water usage 
during California’s drought 
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to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, 1 Washington 
Square, San Jose, Ca, 95192-0149. Letters to the 
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tion. Letters may be edited for spelling and clarity by 
Spartan Daily editors prior to publication. Published 
opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Spartan Daily, the School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication or SJSU. The Spartan 
Daily is a public forum.
If we don’t want to pay $4, $5 or 
even $6 for a pound of tomatoes 
then we will need to cut our 
personal consumption of water 
during this trying time.”
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SPORTS
 By Matthew Dziak
 @bigmattitude
In the 79th meeting be-
tween the San Jose State 
Spartans and the Fresno 
State University Bulldogs, 
the Spartans brought the 
Valley Trophy back to San 
Jose with a 49-23 victory 
on Saturday. 
Since 2013, the winner of 
the interstate matchup has 
been awarded the Valley 
Trophy. Fresno State won 
38-24 last year.
“Th ey got us last year 
so this was a redemption 
game for us,” said SJSU 
running back Tyler Ervin. 
“Th is was by far the most 
memorable game for me.”
Th e Spartans (2-2) rode 
Ervin, who rushed for a 
school record of 300 yards 
and was named the Moun-
tain West Conference Of-
fensive Player of the Week.
“Tyler had a tremendous 
night rushing the football 
but that doesn’t come sin-
gle handedly,” said head 
coach Ron Caragher. “It’s 
about 11-man football, ball 
control, wearing down a 
defense and not turning 
the ball over. When those 
are all in your favor, it re-
ally helps your chances to 
get a victory.”
Th ree of Ervin’s 42 rushes 
went for touchdowns, in-
cluding two in the fi rst quar-
ter, which gave SJSU an early 
14-0 edge. Th e Spartans nev-
er trailed in their matchup 
against the Bulldogs. 
Filling in for the injured 
Kenny Potter, quarterback 
Joe Gray had his best game 
of the season, completing 
86.9 percent of his passes 
for 252 yards and three 
touchdowns. 
“Joe made some throws 
we needed him to make and 
that can take pressure off  of 
the run game and I think he 
responded well to the op-
portunity,” Caragher said.
Spartans held a 21-0 half-
time lead and outscored 
the Bulldogs 28-13 in the 
second half. 
Defensively, SJSU held 
Fresno State scoreless in the 
fi nal 20 minutes, including 
an interception return for 
a touchdown by defensive 
back Jimmy Pruitt.
In the Spartans’ previous 
two games the defense sur-
rendered an average of 445 
combined yards to its oppo-
nents. But the Spartans gave 
up 247 yards against Fresno 
State, with Ervin single-
handedly outproducing the 
Bulldog’s off ense.  
“Our defense stood up 
and answered the call,” 
Caragher said. “I was re-
ally proud of our defense 
and Jimmy’s interception 
at the end just put a stamp 
on the game.”
It is still uncertain if 
Gray did enough to hold 
off  Potter, who was named 
the starter before going 
down with a leg injury 
last week, against Oregon 
State. Potter’s status has 
not been determined for 
next week. 
“Kenny is day-to-day but 
I am encouraged by his 
progress and he is ahead of 
schedule,” Caragher said.
Up next for the Spartans 
is a road matchup with 
a perennial powerhouse 
team in the Southeastern 
Conference, the Auburn 
University Tigers, on Sat-
urday at 1 p.m. which will 
be broadcasted on the 
SEC Network.
The Tigers (2-2) have 
dropped back-to-back 
games and need a fourth 
quarter comeback to de-
feat the Jacksonville State 
Gamecocks in overtime 
on Sept. 12. 
For the Spartans to have 
a chance of an upset at 
Auburn, the team will 
need to continue balance 
on offense and contain 
opposing rushers. 
“It would be nice to get 
two consecutive games 
playing solid football,” 
Caragher said. “Playing 
on the road is another 
challenge and in a chal-
lenging atmosphere, but 
I think we need to build 
upon last week’s game 
and improve in all three 
facets of the game.”
Matthew Dziak is a 
Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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SECTION COURSE TIME CSU GE-B REQUIREMENT START
48699 BIOSC 010, Introduction to Biology TTH 12:40-3:30pm Area B2 10/20
48687 COUNS 005, Strategies for Success Online Area E 10/19
48449 MUSIC 016, Survey of Rock and Popular Music Online Area C2 10/19
48525 POLIT 001, American Government Online Area D, Area US 2, Area US 3 10/19
48520 PSYCH 001, Introduction to Psychology Online Area D 10/19
47084 PSYCH 045, Human Sexuality Online Area D 10/24
48674 SOC 001, Introduction to Sociology Online Area D 10/19
48673 SOC 021, Minorities in the U.S. Online Area D 10/19
42943 SPAN 002, Second Semester Spanish MTWTH 2:05-4:35pm Area C2 10/20
Ervin’s record 
game propels 
Spartans over 
rival Bulldogs
Infographic & photos by Kavin Mistry
Matthew Dziak | Spartan Daily
Full profi le coming up in next Tuesday’s issue. 
Spartan running back Tyler Ervin (holding ball) looks for a seam during the SJSU’s 49-23 victory 
over conference rival Fresno State. Ervin set a Spartan single-game record with 300 rushing yards.
Infographic & photo by Kavin Mistry
Infographic by  Darby Brown-Kuhn
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